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The Parker Quartet will play at Zion 
Lutheran Church following a Guild 
potluck dinner.  With financial 
support of Reference Audio Video 
and Hancher they’ve made tickets 
very reasonable as a way of 
thanking all of you who continue to 
support all of Hancher’s efforts.  I 
hope everyone can make this very 
special evening.

Well as much as I like the varied 
venues I, like most of you, am very 
excited about a new Hancher.  I’m 
sure most have been keeping tabs 
on the events surrounding the site 
selection, but if you’ve missed 
anything it’s all available here:  http://
www.facilities.uiowa.edu/hvc-site.
htm 

On this site they have the Power- 
Point presentations and even recorded 

The 

video of the presentations.   There 
are currently three scenarios 
utilizing one or two locations for 
Hancher, Voxman, and Clapp 
(HVC).  One location is adjacent 
to the Levitt Center, and the other 
location is south of the parking deck 
at Burlington and Clinton.  

The three possible scenarios are:  
(1.) HVC near the Levitt Center; (2.) 
HVC south of the parking deck, or 
(3.) Hancher near the Levitt Center 
and Voxman/Clapp downtown south 
of the parking deck.

As you can imagine some have 
very strong opinions about the 
appropriate location.  There are also 
many variables, some of which are 
still being evaluated.  If you have 
not participated in these meetings I 
urge you to review this website.  

I would be very interested in your 
thoughts regarding the site selection 
and ask that you e-mail me at rrb@
rivesaudio.com.   I will say that I 
am looking forward to decisions 
coming to a close and for a building 
to be built in the near future.

And for upcoming concerts, I’m 
looking forward to Herb Alpert 
and Natalie MacMaster, both being 
held at Riverside Casino.  If you 
want to see an energetic artist who 
appreciates the warm welcome of 
our community don’t miss Natalie 
MacMaster.  I hope to see you all 
there or at another concert.

With another year of varied venues 
and a wide array of artists there is 
no doubt that Hancher cannot be 
contained.  I personally continue to 
enjoy this transition period when we 
get to experience artists in different 
locations.  Many are smaller and 
more intimate and while that does 
limit the seating space it also brings 
us closer to the performers.   

One of the things that makes 
Hancher so special is not just the 
performances or the venues, but 
the audience.  We truly love the 
performing arts and it shows. 

 The artists themselves thrive 
off the energy we bring. But even 
beyond that, it’s the community of 
people that appreciate and support 
the arts more in this difficult time 
than ever before.  

As such I want to pay particular 
thanks to the special event on Nov.17.  
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‘You can’t contain the Hancher staff!’
with a variety of performances in 
dance, music and theater—we even 
have a Broadway show scheduled 
at the U.S. Cellular Center in Cedar 
Rapids in March. 

Avenue Q is an event not to miss! 
In 2004 it won the Tony for the 
best musical, beating out Wicked. 
I encourage all of you to support 
our efforts by coming to shows and 
reminding everyone that events are 
still happening. Recently we had 
a sold-out performance, Rob Lake 
Magic: An Afternoon of Magic, in 
Opstad Auditorium at City High. 

Personally, I am looking 
forward to our holiday shows 
Natalie MacMaster on Dec. 5 at 
the Riverside Casino, and Straight 
No Chaser on Dec. 8 in the Iowa 
Memorial Union Main Lounge. 
Natalie MacMaster performed at 
Hancher a few years ago, and the 
audience loved her fiddling and 
step-dancing. 

Her show is a high-energy 
version of Celtic music. Straight 

No Chaser is a 10-member male a 
cappella group, graduates of Indiana 
University. I have heard their 
holiday CD, and it is an amazing 
collection of holiday music.

I hope all of you can join us 
on Tuesday, Nov. 17, to hear the 
Parker Quartet at Zion Lutheran 
Church, with a potluck to begin 
at 5:45 p.m., and the concert 
following at 7:30 p.m. 

This event came about because 
the Hancher staff was eager to 
find a way to get the members of 
the Guild together. We appreciate 
everything you have done for 
Hancher over the years, and so we 
are creatively trying to find ways to 
keep the Guild active and a part of 
our “Can’t Contain Us” spirit. 

Thanks for your patience, loyalty 
and love of Hancher. We always 
talk about the Hancher spirit, and 
you all are certainly a part of that 
spirit. Soon we will have a site 
selected, and planning for a new 
Hancher will begin!

We had a fabulous kick-off to 
our 2009-2010 season with two 
benefit performances by the Joffrey 
Ballet. 

Many of you attended the 
performance in Des Moines 
on Sep. 11, and several people 
commented that it was like 
standing in the Hancher lobby 
because they saw so many Hancher 
friends from Iowa City. 

People have commented to 
me regularly that they miss the 
auditorium, and miss seeing all of 
their friends at events. 

My response when I hear that 
comment is, “You can’t contain 
the Hancher staff!” Despite the 
fact that we don’t have a building, 
I want to make sure that all of you 
are aware that the Hancher staff is 
busy presenting Hancher-quality 
artists in eleven different venues 
this season.

This is a typical Hancher season, 
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The Showcase has been officially 
moved into storage, and those oppor-
tunities to volunteer are gone until we 
open a new Showcase in a new facility.  
We know that makes all of us feel 
unhappy because of the many friends we 
have made while helping earn money for 
educational programs related to Hancher.  

Our last sale was successful in 
reducing our inventory.  We appreciate 
those who volunteered to help at the 
sale and all of you who came to buy 
merchandise.  Your  Showcase Operating 
Board worked hard to get ready for this 
event, and their efforts are very 
much appreciated.

Now we have an opportunity for you 
to help sell merchandise that arrives with 
the performers.  There are times when 
artists give us advance notice that they 

Showcase volunteers help make 
merchandise sales possible
By Jean Hood
General Manager

need help with merchandise sales but we 
occasionally get notice that assistance is 
needed at the last minute.      

The volunteer job entails being at the 
performance one hour ahead of time to 
set up a table, meet with the performer’s 
representative, get the cash box and 
merchandise and be ready to sell.  

At the end of the performance, 
you either settle with the performer or 
give the cash box directly to Connie, 
who takes it back to the office for 
reconciliation. The Showcase profit is 
20 percent of the sales, and a sheet of 
directions indicates what must be done.

Because Hancher was flooded and 
no longer available for performances, 
the current productions are held in many 
places.  The volunteer job may require 
you to drive to Riverside, Cedar Rapids, 
etc.  It also requires your flexibility in 
being called the day before or the day 

of a performance, although ideally you 
would be contacted much earlier.  

Managing our special sales efforts is 
in the capable hands of Linda Fincham 
and Fran Gruenhaupt.  We hope you will 
be able to help when they call 
for volunteers.

Some of our merchandise was sold at 
the special performance in Des Moines 
of the Joffrey Ballet.  The ballerina 
jewelry and ornaments sold well.  

We took the Hawkeye and “I” pins 
along as well but they were not good 
sellers there — we must have been in 
Cyclone country.  But Jane Downer has 
been selling these Hawkeye items and 
they have proved good merchandise for 
the Iowa City area. 

 Look for an ad in the Alumni 
Magazine.  We want to thank Jane for 
her tireless efforts to reduce 
our inventory.  

By Neal Ternes
Jacob Yarrow’s office sits in a 

quiet hallway in Seashore Hall, in 
a medium sized room that is hardly 
noticeable except for the small marker 
outside the door.  However, inside of 
that door Yarrow is helping shape the 
future of Hancher Auditorium.

Yarrow is in his first year as the 

programming director for Hancher 
auditorium after coming to Iowa 
City from a position as the executive 
director at the Garth Newel Music 
Center in Warm Springs, Virginia.  

He chose to come to Iowa City 
because of the great reputation 
of Hancher Auditorium and the 
opportunity to work with artists and 
audiences in Iowa.  

Yarrow says the Hancher staff 
is “trying to stay as excited and 
interested as ever” despite the 
problems with the flood.

He says that the biggest challenge 
has been the restriction that the lack 
of a facility has caused when inviting 
certain groups to the auditorium.  
When at one time it was possible 
to “just make things work,” the 
programming director now needs to 
think carefully about each production 

to make sure that it is a feasible option 
for the venues that are available.  

The loss of Hancher Auditorium 
has made things a bit more difficult 
for Yarrow and the rest of the 
Hancher staff, but true to his words, 
the programming director has plenty 
of exciting and interesting content 
planned for the upcoming season.  

The Hancher experience has been 
extended across Eastern Iowa where 
it is thriving despite a mountain of 
logistical problems.  Yarrow says the 
prospects for the auditorium’s future 
are still very bright with even more 
new shows still to come.

Though Hancher has been 
expanded to include performances 
across Iowa, a lot of work is done in a 
plain office in a quiet hallway where 
Yarrow continues to keep the Hancher 
experience as incredible as ever.  

Jacob Yarrow joins the Hancher staff

Yarrow has had to deal with flood-
ing that destroyed Hancher. Photo 
by Neal Ternes




