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THERE WILL BE ONE 
FIFTEEN-MINUTE INTERMISSION.
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ROB LAKE is the youngest 
magician ever to receive the 
prestigious Merlin Award—as the 
2008 International Stage Magician of 
the Year—magic’s highest honor. The 
award is given by the International 
Magicians Society, the world’s largest 
magic organization with over 37,000 
members worldwide.
Named “America’s Greatest” by 
the Fox Family Channel, Rob’s 
performances include TV, casinos, 
theatres, cruises, and corporate 
events worldwide.In addition to 
performing, Rob has created illusions 
for many of today’s most famous 
magicians and numerous theatrical 
productions across the globe 
including over 150 productions of 
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast.Rob’s 
award-winning illusion spectacular is 
uniquely presented as awe-inspiring 
story-telling on the grandest scale. 
Rob is internationally renowned 
for captivating audiences across the 
United States, Asia, Europe, and even 
in The White House.
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A B O U T  T H E  A R T I S T S

TIFFANY SCHRANCK (Lead Assistant, Dance Captain) is absolutely 
delighted to be performing once again in An Afternoon of Magic with Rob 
Lake. Tiffany has been Rob’s leading lady for more than three years. She has 
been a lover of magic ever since she was a child and always dreamed of being 
a part of it herself. Her love of dance since the age of three has given her 
many years of formal training at multiple studios. She competed many years 
with Larkin Dance Studio while also assisting and teaching. Tiffany has also 
received many awards and scholarships at multiple dance conventions and 
has worked with top choreographers such as Michele Larkin, Mia Michaels, 
Dee Caspary, Tyce Diorio, and Ray Leeper. A Dance Performance graduate 
of Oklahoma City University, she has performed in many different shows 
around the world including many tours with Rob Lake, V at the Aladdin in Las 
Vegas, opening the Rose Bowl Parade in 2007, and dancing in many events of 
the Oklahoma Centennial Spectacular with guests such as Toby Keith. She 
would like to thank her family and friends for the extreme amount of love and 
encouragement she has been given throughout the years. Her dreams would 
never have come true without them. “Love you all!”

ALLY HOLT (Dancer) is excited to be the newest member of the 
Rob Lake company! Ally is currently studying dance performance at 
Oklahoma City University where she is a member of the American 
Spirit Dance Company, directed by Jo Rowan. Originally from Austin, 
Texas, she has performed in many shows including Seven Brides 
for Seven Brothers as Ruth and Cats as Victoria. This past year Ally 
performed in the Soul to Sole Tap Festival Showcase alongside many 
greats including Diane Walker and Arthur Duncan. She has also done 
many performances with TexARTS Academy, directed by Robin Lewis 
and Todd Dellinger.

KRISTEN STANLEY (Dancer) has been a principal dancer and magic 
assistant for Rob Lake since 2006. Kristen studied dance performance at 
Oklahoma City University while serving as a member of the American Spirit 
Dance Company directed by Jo Rowan. Kristen has received acclaim for 
multiple dance performances with American Spirit as well as the renowned 
Home for the Holidays Christmas Show Spectaculars. Originally from Texas, 
she performed with Houston’s Theatre Under the Stars in shows including 
Brigadoon and A Chorus Line.
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I had just finished one of my first real Hancher Intern 
Meetings. I had known of these lucky individuals, the famed 
Hancher Interns, for a year, but I never dreamed of walking on 
that hallowed marketing ground myself, until last summer. Rob 
Cline, Hancher’s director of marketing and communications 
and my boss, headed up the meeting, gave us projects, and 
asked for ideas about the upcoming season. And what an 
exciting fall it was going to be. As we walked out of Capanna’s, 
Rob turned to me:

“Have you heard any Herb Alpert before?” he asked. “Uh, no,” 
I replied, rather sheepishly, for I’ve been pledging my soul to 
the masters of orchestral trumpet since my senior year of high 
school. “Well,” he said, “you need to. Seriously, you have to 
hear this guy.” 

A few weeks later, I clutched his green tin with embossed 
letters bearing the words, “HERB ALPERT AND THE 
TIJUANA BRASS: COLLECTOR’S EDITION” in my young and 
impressionable hands. A girl with dark brown eyes stared up at 
me, her outstretched tongue reaching for a morsel of whipped 
cream on her finger. As she sat, lazily clutching a rose whose 
bloom lay outside the frame, her “clothing,” a strategically 
placed pile of whipped cream, she halfway reminded me of a 
bizarre play by Samuel Beckett, in which the woman spends 
the entire play up to her neck in sand. To be frank, my classical/
literary cynicism was getting the best of me. 

I removed my latest Mahler symphony CD from my computer 
and plugged in the first disc, “Whipped Cream and Other 
Delights,” the origin for the collection’s cover. I turned on the 
speakers, and “A Taste of Honey” made its way into my ears. It 
was fun, peppy, and infectiously happy. But best of all, the brass 
was so clean that they could have been on a Scrubbing Bubbles 
can. The trumpets were tight, the trombone sweet and sultry,

 and the timing spot-on. I’d be lying if I said this didn’t strike 
some long-forgotten “chord” in me.

Having grown up with a diet heaping with portions of Chicago 
and Blood, Sweat and Tears, I entered the world knowing what 
brass was. With every passing day, I realized that I was destined 
to play the trumpet. The brash bugle call in Beethoven’s 
Leonore Overture and the trumpet’s startling funeral march 
that opens Mahler’s fifth symphony certainly bear the kind of 
epic intensity that draws me in. 

But largely left unsaid are the growls, the slides, the grit and 
grime of  Herb Alpert’s read of “Love Potion No. 9.” It’s pure 
fun, pure dirt, pure experience. As much as I love the heart-
stopping prayer-solo in Respighi’s “Pines of Rome,” a good 
flutter tongue sends a chill down my spine. The music of Herb 
Alpert and The Tijuana Brass brings my classical half to its 
knees. It’s devoid of any arrogance, prejudices, or over-thought 
scholastic bent. Say what you will, but this classical player just 
switched Honegger for Herb. 

While the Tijuana Brass are a thing memories are made of, he’s 
now embarked on a tour with his lovely wife, vocalist Lani Hall 
(herself a Grammy winner), playing a cooler, more intimate 
kind of music.

His sound is as sweet and stylish as ever. His Latin American 
influence continues today, but with a new spin, in a combo 
setting, starker, more exposed. With classics like “Fascinating 
Rhythm,” “I’ve Got You Under My Skin,” and “That Old Black 
Magic,” his new set adds to a tradition steeped in reverence 
for past greats, requiring the innovation to keep them alive and 
kicking.

Kery Lawson is a senior at the University of Iowa, earning degrees in 
trumpet performance and English. She started playing the trumpet 
at age nine, started practicing at age twelve, and hasn’t been quiet 
and well-behaved since.   

Hearing Herb
A UI music major discovers 
Whipped Cream and Other (more recent) 
Delights

By Kery Lawson

Hancher presents 
Herb Alpert and Lani  Hall 
on November 13
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Hancher
for the

Holidays
Fiddler Natalie MacMaster and 
a cappella sensation Straight No 
Chaser will usher in the holiday 
season with two exceptional 
performances in December. Both 
shows promise to be perfect holiday 
treats to delight family and friends.

MacMaster—who all but set the 
Hancher stage aflame with her fiery 
fiddling and footwork in her last 
Iowa City appearance—returns to 
share the warm glow of Christmas 
in her Canadian hometown, a 
hotbed of Celtic music. In Christmas 
in Cape Breton, MacMaster will fuse 
traditional Christmas carols with 
Celtic melodies, offering up a musical 
gift bursting with foot-tapping rave-
ups, heart-wrenching ballads, and 
world-class step dancing.

Christmas in Cape Breton is set for 
Saturday, December 5 at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Riverside Casino & Golf Resort 
in Riverside.

A veritable YouTube sensation, 
Straight No Chaser inked a deal 
with Atlantic Records after eight-
million folks viewed a clip of the 
group singing a quirky version of 
“The 12 Days of Christmas” featuring 
a side trip to Toto’s “Africa.” Last 
December, the group’s Holiday 
Spirits album accompanied many a 
tree-trimming party. Since then, the 
group has released an EP featuring 
takes on popular tunes, and a new 
holiday album, Christmas Cheers will 
be available before the snow flies. In 
Iowa City, Straight No Chaser will 
give voice to the joy of the season.

Straight No Chaser will perform 
on Tuesday, December 8 at 7:30 
p.m. in the Main Lounge of the Iowa 
Memorial Union on the UI campus.

Tickets for both performances 
are available from the Hancher 
Box Office. Call 335-1160 or 800-
HANCHER, or purchase online at 
www.hancher.uiowa.edu.

Natalie MacMaster and Straight No 
Chaser celebrate the season with 
December performances






